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{Minutes ofthe Twenty-Seventh Meeting -- 0930 hours, 7 April 1955)

25X1A9%a
and 25X1X7

The following items of current news interest were discussed:

25X1A9a

1. Viet Minh andChinese railroad building plans for 1955.

2. The increased e vidence of Bloc technical assistance to
Indonesia. Comparisons unfavorable to the Western Aid program
age being made by Indonesians left-wing elements, .

3. The acceptance by the Chinese of Russian gauge on the
Trans-!"6ngolian Railroad may be dictated by the desirsbility of
using Diesels in this area. 25X1D1a
& NSA
25X3

6, Indications that the Chinese are atressing the study of
Southeast Asisn languages in higher educational institutions.

7. The Chinese announcement of the recruitment of an Asian
People's Volunteer Army of 1,400,000 men with olements from Chins
and all other Asiastic countries., This was snnounced a&s a
counter to the SFATO forces,

(Source for Items 6 and 7 waw an FDD Summary No. 272, 19 Nov 54)

8. The revelation by Shanghai Radic of a Soviet vice chief
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adviser to the State Council., This appears to be the first
admission of Soviet advisers at this level,

9. The establishment on 25 March of the Agricultural Bank
of China,

10. The Kao Kang « Jac Shu-shih purge,

1ll. The question of the uneritical acceptance of the 195l
announced Chinese population figure, This issue, ralsed by a
letter to the New York Times of 3 April, e voked the commetit that
the figure is accopted only because previous estimates weie ad-
mittedly subject to & wide range of error and because there are
8till no facts available to form the basis of a eritical analysis.

12, The recurring evidence of a major food problem in Chins
and other Communist areas of the Far East stimulated a discussion
of the possibility that another major failure to reach food goals
would cause the Chinese to revise their long range plans, This
micht mean a forced discontinuance of food shipments to the
Soviet Union and a shift in emphasis to sgricultural production
instead of heavy industry. As indicated in the discussion of
this subject at our 17 March meeting, the temptation to tap the
food resources of Southeast Asla by overt action or other means
must be very strong, and long-term indicators of this possibility
should reeceive our lnereasing attention. The food erisis in
China may be the most compelling faet in China's militery and
economic planning over the coming months,

25X1A9a

N.B,

25X1A9%a * requests that and ysts be prepared to corment at
next meeting en FDD coverage in Southeast Asla,

—2-
Approved For Release 2001/08/27 : CIA-RDP61S00527A000200010024-9




